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ABSTRACT 
 
Name  : Ning Mugiayah 
Reg. Number : 40300107053 
Title : “Reflection of Women in “In The Land of Invisible Women Novel” 
by Qanta A Ahmed MD (Feminism Theory) 
Consultant      : (1) Prof. Dr. Mardan, M.Ag and (2) Syahruni Junaid S.S., MPd 
 
 
This thesis is a research about reflection of women in “In the Land of 
Invisible Women” novel by Qanta A Ahmed MD , using the feminism theory. The 
objectives of this research are (1) to know the influence of social environment to the 
women character, Qanta A Ahmed MD in the novel “In The Land of Invisible 
Women” (2) to know the characterization of the main character, Qanta A Ahmed on 
the view of feminism theory. The method used in this research is descriptive method.  
The data resources of this research were the novel “In The Land of Invisible Women” 
by Qanta A Ahmed which was published in 2008, and also the other sources that 
were mostly used to analyze and support this research. In collecting the data of this 
research, the writer used note taking as her instrument. To analyze the data which 
were taken from the novel, the writer used Feminism Theory.  
In this research, the writer found that the social environment that influence  
the main character in “In the Land of Invisible Novel” are: the rule of driving, 
entering Saudi Kingdom, clothing, the away and making friend (the limitation of 
interaction).  While the characterization of main character on the view of feminism 
theory are: ambition, enthusiasm and patience.  
 The Implication of this research is to give more descriptions to the readers, 
especially the students of English Literature Department about the fact of arabian 
women who invisible (the lost Arabia Women)  
 
 
x 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background 
Literature is the human being creation. An author expresses his emotional, 
feeling, knowledge and information through his works. Literature also provides many 
information of a certain society in a certain time. In encyclopedia Americana (1975; 
559) stated that “Literature is one of the great creative universal means of 
communicating the emotional, spiritual and intellectual concern of mind kind”. 
Therefore, the literary works is the manifestation of an author’s experiences and 
perception in what he sees and feels. 
Novels are often beloved for their creation of spectacular worlds, empathetic 
characters, and carefully thought-out arguments. They are often seen as a boundless 
realm of exploration and creativity, with subgenres springing up to include nearly 
every type of subject that can be written about. The literary style remains cost-
effective despite the range of imaginary things that can be put into novels; unlike the 
soaring costs of special effects and computer graphics needed to make a fantastical 
movie, a novel requires only imagination and talent to create massive worlds and 
detailed characters. ( Ellis, 2011: 1).  
Since a novel represents human life through the author’s imagination, it helps the 
reader to learn more about life through the characters and events. Therefore, by 
reading a novel we can widen our sympathy or just to enjoy our life.
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The novel “In The Land of Invisible Women” that is talking about the stories 
of Arabic woman draws our attention to be discussed because of some reasons, one 
of them is the existence of different opinion about woman perception from different 
communities that can bear misperception. Besides that, the story of the novel used as 
the sample of this research can be interpreted by several ways. One of the ways to 
interpret it, is by applying feminism theory, which is defined in Siti Musklikhah, 
“Feminisme dan Pemberdayaan Perempuan dalam Timbangan Islam” ( 2004: 18).  
“Feminisme adalah suatu kesadaran akan penindasan dan pemerasan 
(diskriminasi) terhadap perempuan dalam masyarakat, di tempat kerja, 
keluarga dan tindakan sadar oleh perempuan maupun laki-laki untuk 
mengubah keadaan tersebut”.  
“Feminism is an awareness process of opression and discrimintion of women 
in society, in working  place and in family as well as the act of awareness of 
man and women to modify the situation itself”. 
           Based on definition above the writer can conclude that the feminism involves 
how woman and man realize the condition that discriminate and treat  woman as 
different from  man, so woman should make a great effort to change the condition.    
Woman as human being with all her strength and weakness become an 
interesting topic to be discussed and analyzed. A large scale revolution of all sorts of 
lives created some perception about women’s position in the world. 
Feminism literary theory is a theory which relates to the women movement. It 
is the ideology that gives the most contribution to the cultural development study. 
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Feminism literature comes from the comprehension of women interiority. The main 
concept of feminism is the equality between women prestige and men. 
 Mill and Taylor in Tong, (1998: 28) states that to maximize the total benefit 
happiness(enjoyment) is by letting each person to effort what they want to be as long 
as they do not limit or restrict one another to the process of development. Mill and 
Taylor are sure that if the society wants to achieve the sexual prosperity (Gender 
equality) so the society must give the right, politic, chance, and education which are 
equal to the men.  
In the literary works, we can find so many women’s problem, especially in the 
novels. One of the women’s problem is found in the novel” In The Land of Invisible 
Women” by Qanta A. Ahmed. This novel tells about women’s life in Arabic (Saudi). 
The trip of Qanta, a Pakistan Moslem who has ever studied in England and USA─ 
went to Saudi kingdom. At that time occurred more fact about women in there. 
During her visit, Ahmed found a unique and complicated world. 
Reading the novel “In the Land of Invisible Women”, the researcher found 
that this novel is interesting enough to be discussed because of its a historical, 
political, and social element in the novel. In addition, the element that makes this 
novel interesting to be discussed is the woman character, Qanta, as the major 
character in the novel. Through the novel we can know what exactly is happening 
with the women behind the burqa’s Arabia and the strength of gender ideology 
4 
 
underlying the attitudes and behavior of the Arabian women who are imprisoned by 
the tight regulation of the country.   
B. Problems Statementt 
1. How does social environment influence the woman character,  Qanta A. Ahmed  
in the novel “In The Land of Invisible Women”? 
2. How is the characterization of main character, Qanta A. Ahmed on the view of 
feminism theory? 
C. Objective of Research  
           Based on the questions above, the objective of this research is to know the 
influence of social environment to the woman character and the characterization of 
the main characters in the novel “In The Land of Invisible Women” on the view of 
feminism theory. 
D. Scope of Research 
The scope of this research is restricted and concentrated on discussing the 
influence of social environment towards the main character in the novel “In The Land 
of Invisible Women”, and the characterization of the main character on the view of 
feminism theory. 
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E. Significance of the Research 
1. This study will give significant knowledge about novel creation especially with 
regard to the women.  
2. Giving information to the people who are attracted to study about literature so 
that they can add experience or knowledge more than before, especially about 
feminism theory in a literary work.  
3. Giving information especially to the lectures of literature that might need 
reference about feminism in literary work in teaching.   
4. Giving information to the students of English Literature Department in order to 
be reference about literary work especially in feminism theory. 
F. Sequence of Writing 
      In order to make this research easier to understand, the writer uses several 
steps :     
Chapter I is introduction. It consists of background of the research, problem 
statements, the objective of the research, the significance of the research, the scope of 
the research, and systematical writing. 
Chapter II is review of related literature. It consists of previous study and 
theoretical background which consists of feminism theory, the description of novel, 
the intrinsic element of novel, women and feminism, the synopsis of “In The Land of 
Invisible Woman”, and the biography of the author Qanta A. Ahmed MD. 
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Chapter III is methodology. It consists of research method, data and source of 
data, technique data analysis and procedure of data collection. 
Chapter IV is finding and discussion.  The writer present and discuss the 
research finding. 
Chapter V is conclusions and suggestions.  
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
 
A. Previous Finding  
Before doing this research, there have been some researchers who done the 
related research .They researched about representation of women, similar with what 
the writer wants to describe in this research.  
The related researches are: 
1. Muslimah (2009), The Portrait of Gender Inequality as It Is Reflected in 
Sidney Sheldon’s “If Tomorrow Comes”. She focused on character and 
gender inequality. The researcher found that there were many different 
views on what women is, what her function  and where her position is in 
the society. There were some views about women from men’s point of 
view on the historical values which are grown up in the society’s mind, 
especially men who think that women are treated by men as object. 
2. Wahda Muhammad Javar (2004), The Representation of Moslem Women 
Published in the West, in four novels to be analyzed, they were: “In the 
Name of Honor”,” Women at point Zero”, Burned a Live”, and “Reading 
Lolita in Teheran”. She analyzed Moslem Women Characters, where the 
western always see Moslem Women as weak and see western women as 
strong. 
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3. Nurhikmah (2006), Representation of women in the novel “Pride and 
Prajudice”. By Janne Austen. After analysing, the researcher concluded 
that the position and function of women in nineteenth century was all the 
same at “Pride and Prajudice”. The women are still viewed as inferior class 
and the suitable character of women was conformed by the domestic. It 
certainly, made women unable to work maximally.  
From the finding above, the similarity between the three researchers above 
and this research is the discussion about the major character. They are describing its 
behaviour of the major character by using the structuralism approach, while the 
difference is the explanation about the influence of women character by using 
feminism theory.  
B. Theorical background  
1. Feminism theory 
As the modern movement, feminism emerged in the early 20th century, and 
pioneered by Virginia Woolf in her book “A Room of One's Own (1929)”. Its growth 
is very rapid, as one aspect of contemporary cultural theory, occurred in the 1960s. 
Analytical model is very diverse, highly contextual, associated with aspects of social, 
political and economic.  
In the lexical context, feminism is a women movement which demands the 
equal right fully between woman and men. According to Geofe cited by Sugihastuti 
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feminism is a theory about the equality between woman and man in political, 
sociological and economical aspect, or the organized event which struggle for the 
right and woman need. Another view about feminism which is stated by Ratna (2004: 
184) feminism etymologically is derived from the word “femme” (woman), means 
woman (singular) who fights to struggle her women (plural) rights as the social class.  
Based on the definitions above, we can conclude that feminism is a woman 
movement that aims at giving the women their position and rights as the men have 
got. 
Kolodny in Djajanegara (2000: 20) has explained that theory of feminism can 
help to understand and analyze as well as assess the values of woman’s story. It 
reveals women through sexual stereotypy apically in literature works and point out to 
analyze women’s writing. Sugihastuty (2002: 140) also thinks that feminist esteems a 
numerous kind of literary works with a particular interpretation from many kinds of 
sex and they are related to culture, literary and human life. Based on her view, 
Kolodny concludes that the theory has some purpose as follow: 
1. We can reinterpreted and assess literary works that have been produced 
for couple years ago. 
2. It can help us understand, interpret, and assess some women writing. 
           Some writer uses this theory to show female image in some male’s literary 
work that put women in a lower position due to the dominance of patriarchy system. 
Because women are considered as the second, the women movement begins to 
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provoke to struggle the women’s rights and freedom in society which is called 
feminism. Djajanegara (2000: 61) states that feminism advices the sharp thinking in 
order women is able to have the same position with men, not look for men’s interest 
and then get married. 
 The feminism relates to the literature concept on feminism that is about 
literary study which focuses on the analysis of women (Sugihastuti, 2002: 37). In 
recent, argued who represent the readers and authors of western literary are mostly 
men, the feminism literary theory shows that the women readers read perception and 
hope into their literary experiences. 
Simply, the meaning of feminism literary theory on Sugihastuti (2002: 140) is 
a literary theory which treats the literature with the particular awareness of sexual 
differences that mostly relates with culture, literature and the life of human in 
common.  
Nugroho in Ridwan (2010:20) devides feminism into eleven types, they are 
Liberal Feminism, Radical Feminism, Cultural Radical Feminism, Marxist and Social 
Feminism, Psychoanalysis and Gender Feminism, Libertarian Feminism, 
Existentialist Feminism, Postmodern Feminism, Global and Multicultural Feminism, 
Black Feminism, and Islam Feminism but the writer will take and focus on only one 
types that is connected to the research in the novel “In The Land of Invisible 
Women”, that is Liberal Feminism. 
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Liberal feminism is a way that can accommodate the women interest. They 
urge that men will not give a chance to women if the women themselves do not take a 
part in both politic and education. As result, women feel that men are enemy and they 
have to be fought. Beside that, men and women must have equal right, politic, law, 
education, freedom, and social culture. 
Anand (2008) in his article said, Liberal Feminism is the modern form of 
feminism, characterized by the belief that women themselves have the power to 
achieve equality. In liberal feminism, the concept of society changing itself to adapt 
to women does not arise-liberal feminists that all that is needed to change the status 
of women is to change existing laws that are unfavorable for women and that will 
open up more avenues for women to prove themselves as equal to the opposite sex. 
The liberal feminist believes” All women are capable of asserting their ability 
to achieve equality, therefore it is possible for change to happen without altering the 
structure of society”. 
The liberal feminist also believe that the equality of women and women can 
only be achieved by changes being through political and legal reform. They want the 
eradication of institutional bias and implementations of fairer laws towards women, 
Brookes (2008) 
Therefore, this movement gives a chance to women in order to compete with 
men and the women have to prepare themselves in order to struggle with the men to 
get the equal position in social, economical and political aspect. 
12 
 
2. Novel  
a. The Description of Novel 
          A novel is a fictional piece of prose usually written in a narrative style.   
Novels tell stories, which are typically defined as a series of events described in a 
sequence. Novel has been a part of human culture for over a thousand years, although 
its origins are some what debated. Regardless of how it began, the novel has risen to 
prominence and remained one of the most popular and treasured examples of human 
culture and writing.  
            A novel is a long narrative in literary prose, usually in story form, and the 
most popular form of literature. Novel word comes from Italia novella, which means 
a story, a piece of news. There are some definition what novel is. They are as follows:  
“According to Kennedy (1991: 276) “Novel also is a long fiction story in a prose 
could be the author’s view of life and some problems of life, or the author’s 
criticism”. Kennedy’s idea is in line with McDonnnell’s (1983: 713):“Novel is a long 
work of narrative prose fiction dealing with character, situation and setting that 
imitate those of real life”. 
Novel is a longer and more complex than short stories, and not limited by the 
structural limitations like a play or their behavior in daily life. On the other hand, 
novel is also depicting the social, political and personal realities read it. This literary 
work not only reflects today’s living but also would reflect past time and could teach 
us lessons for the future. Ratna states (2004: 249) 
13 
 
“Novel dianggap sebagai tiruan yang paling dekat dengan dunia sosial, 
sehingga dengan mudah untuk menghubungkan dengan kehidupan sehari-
hari”.  
“Novel is treated as an imitation that is close to the social world, so it is easy 
to relate with the daily life”.  
Based on the quotation above, a novel is a literary work that imitates social 
life, which relates to real daily life. It cannot be ignored that the story in the novel is 
the association of society within society. 
Ellis (2011: 1) article said, there have been stories and tales for thousands of 
years, but novels must combine a few unique characteristics in order to be defined as 
such. First, a novel is written down, rather than told through an oral account. 
Secondly, novels are meant to be fictional in form, differentiating them from myths, 
which are said to have their basis in reality or theology. Although some modern 
scholars argue differently, there is no truly established guideline for length, point-of-
view, or even establishment of a moral or philosophical point in novels.  
b. The Intrinsic of Novel  
In understanding a novel, intrinsic elements are the major aspects which build 
aesthetic quality, therefore, are the important aspect that constructs the content of the 
novel (Desyana, 2011: 27) 
The intrinsic elements on a novel are element that directly contribute build the 
story (Nurgiyantoro, 2007:23). The intrinsic elements are plot, setting 
characterization, message, point of view, style of writing and theme. In this research 
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the writer will focus in the characterization as the element that will be analyzed 
through the feminism theory.  
Character is main figure in literature. A story is created by through existences 
of character. “ character can be described by how characters speak, the appearance of 
character, the social study of character, the names of character, the company of 
character, and what the characters do” (Gill, 1985: 99). He adds that it is important to 
distinguish between character and characterization. Character is a person in literary 
work, while characterization is the way in which the character is created. (Gill, 1985: 
127) 
Characters are the people in the story, and the process by which the writer 
makes that characters seem real to the reader called characterization. The characters 
make up central interest on many novel and drama, as well as biographies and auto 
biographies. A character is very important in the story. Character can make the story 
keep moving, without character, the story cannot be formed as a literary work. 
Character is one of essential elements in the story of character provides an 
illustration about the way of thinking and how the character reacts to something. 
Reaskes (1966: 19) says that the play has a certain number of characters, there is one 
major character while the others are minor ones, in addition, all characterization must 
be presented though dialogue. Character speaks about each other and characters speak 
about their central emotions, such as love and hate.  
15 
 
A character in fiction can be realized in many ways. The character may be 
protagonist, round or flat. Static or dynamic other may refer to how often the author 
presents her character in the story. Those are the central characters or main character 
regularly a figure in which presents by the author as a very important man and seem 
that he or she dominated the whole story. It also called major character while minor 
character or a peripheral character is a figure presents by the author just in few times 
in the story (Nurgiantoro, 2007: 176).  
3. Women and Feminism   
a. Women in Arab 
Talking about Saudi Arabia that brings air mind to imagine a country that is 
ruled by the monarchy based on religious values. The most prominent and famous of 
this desert land is plentiful oil. Obviously, the existence of the two holy cities for 
Muslims, Mecca and Medina, which is always visited by thousands o pilgrims every 
year. 
 Sha’ban (2006: 2) in his journal, women in Arabia, as in other areas of the 
world, have throughout history experienced discrimination and have been subject to 
restrictions of their freedoms and rights. Some of these practices are based on 
religious beliefs, but many of the limitations are cultural and emanate from tradition 
rather than religion. These main constraints that create an obstacle towards women's 
rights and liberties are reflected in laws dealing with criminal justice, economy, 
education and healthcare.  
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Women have the right to drive in all Arab countries except Saudi Arabia. 
However, in 2008 a new law went into effect requiring men who marry non-Saudi 
women to allow their wife and any children born to her to travel freely in and out of 
Saudi Arabia. Women are required to wear abayas in only Saudi Arabia; this is 
enforced by the religious police.  
The image of Arab women even in the Arab countries is different from the 
role they are really playing in their respective countries. If we go now to any place or 
institution, we would see that Arab women are playing an important role in the 
management of state establishments. Unfortunately, when the issue moves up to a 
higher circle, we find that women's representation goes down. This is not due to their 
inability to perform, but can be attributed to a host of factors that hinder their access 
to that upper circle. The most important point to note is that men must have the 
conviction that women have a complementary role to play, and that she must play an 
important role in social and national life.  
b.  Rules about Women in Saudi 
 Bard (2011) in his article explain that, Saudi Arabia is a dynastic monarchy, 
ruled by King Fahd Bin Abd Al-Aziz Al Saud. The country’s constitution is the 
Koran and the Sunna (tradition) of the prophet Muhammad, and the country is thus 
governed by a strict interpretation of Islamic law. Because there are no democratic 
institutions, citizens have no role in the government. Security in the country is 
enforced by both a secular security force, and the Mutawwa'in, the religious police, 
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who comprise the Committee to Promote Virtue and Prevent Vice. Because the 
traditional Islamic view of human rights does not coincide with the modern view, the 
government has allowed both the secular and religious security forces to commit 
serious abuses. 
In  most Arab countries, the Shari'a, or Islamic law, defines the rules of 
traditional social behavior. Under the law, women are accorded a role inferior to that 
of men, and are therefore discriminated against with regard to personal rights and 
freedoms. 
In Saudi Arabia, restrictions against women are among the most extreme in 
the Arab world. Saudi women may not marry non-Saudis without government 
permission (which is rarely given); are forbidden to drive motor vehicles or bicycles; 
may not use public facilities when men are present; and are forced to sit in the backs 
of public buses, segregated from men. At Riyadh's King Saud University, professors 
lecture to rooms of men while women watch via closed-circuit television from distant 
all-female classrooms. 
Islamic Advice columns" in the Saudi Arabian press recommend strict 
disciplining of women as part of a proper marriage. Women must cover their entire 
body and face in public, and those who do not are subject to physical harassment 
from the Saudi religious police, known as the Mutaaw'in (police). 
Women’s freedom of movement is very limited in Saudi Arabia. They are not 
supposed to leave their houses or their local neighborhood without the permission of 
their male guardian, and company of a mahram (close male relative). However, out of 
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necessity most women leave the house alone and often have contact with unrelated 
men to shop or conduct business. 
The role of the women in the Arab-Muslim family does not allow for nuances; 
she is a mother, a sister, or a wife. A woman can never be a friend or a lover. She 
lives in a society where genders never mix, where she encounters a man only on 
specific occasions: when she gives birth, has to report to him (as a father or a brother) 
or when she marries him. Only when she produces males does the Arab woman 
acquire a value in the family or social setting. The rate of divorce of sterile women or 
mothers of girls is very high in the Arab society. Arab women who are aware of the 
only weapon they possess, namely their ability to keep their husband and gain the 
respect of their in-laws by giving birth to boys, often refuse to use contraceptives.  
Women are not allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia, although it is often tolerated 
in rural areas. Saudi Arabia has no written ban on women driving, but Saudi law 
requires citizens to use a locally issued license while in the country. Such licenses are 
not issued to women, thus making it effectively illegal for women to drive. 
Furthermore, most Saudi scholars and religious authorities have declared women 
driving haram (forbidden).  Commonly given reasons for the prohibition on women 
driving include. 
c. Arabian Women on the view of Feminism 
Feminism has become new discourses. It is really interesting to discuss it. The 
most important point of this movement is equality, emancipation, and freedom. 
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Nevertheless, there are many people do not agree with this argument. Because this 
movement efforts to encounter the discrimination between public and domain sphere.  
According to Tong in Mutahari (2008: 48-61) on “Feminism Though”, she 
says that feminism is: 
1. The equality of right and position between man and women as free human 
beings both in public and private world. 
2. The erase of any forms of operations and difference of gender roles in a 
society.  
3. The freedom of individual to choose and to decide based on their own 
willing and aspiration.  
The writer tries to explain what has been defined by Tong. Feminism claims 
that man has dominated women. It can be seen in the public and private. According to 
her arguments, men and women have equal right because they are also human. So this 
assumpted that man and women are creatures that come from the god. When men can 
be good and women can be too.  
   Assyaukanie (1998: 1) in her article explain that, not a few of the Arabic 
feminists tries to relate the women case with the principle case whish has been faced 
by the Arabic notion. In the early age of Arabic resurrection, women case and its 
status in Arab had ever been done by Qasim Amin, the first feminist. However, in 
many cases, Amin was different from the other feminists who will be discussed later, 
at least different in the perspective case. Amin however sees the women case as a part 
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of religion doctrine. In other lines, the contemporary feminists see the women case 
more than cultural social perspective: the women as the object of gender 
discrimination which formed by the society and trade. 
           The contemporary feminists, even they always look for the theologies justice 
in supporting his several interpretations toward the women case and the women’s 
social role. In common, they are not the experts of one religion. The contemporary 
feminists see the religion factor only as the small element of all the women cases 
which have been faced by the Arabian. 
We will focus on the three main people of contemporary Arab feminism. The 
three feminists come from the different educational background: firstly, Dr. Nawal 
Sa’dawi is from Mesir who focuses in psychology aspect, secondly, Fatimah Mernissi 
who experts in sociological aspect, she is from Maroko, and thirdly, Khalida Sa’id, a 
civilization, who writes many of her critical ideas in Arabic Journal.  
The three Arabic contemporary feminists above seem that they have the same 
psychological burden about the over assumption of domination case and gender 
authority. The all three are the same to fight from a good patriarchal system, even by 
the different way and method but they have some purpose that is to struggle of 
woman right from the government of monarchy system, so that the woman has same 
position with the man. 
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4. In the land of Invisible Women Novel   
a. The synopsis of Novel 
This synopsis is published by Laura Strathman (2008); “In the Land of 
Invisible Women” is the personal account of a British Muslim doctor who moves to 
Saudi Arabia for a year to work in a hospital. Qanta story reveals the often shocking 
details about living in Saudi Arabia, a place generally closed to Western scrutiny.  
As a woman, Qanta is subject to Saudi Arabia's strict requirement of full 
veiling for all women in public. Other morality laws, including restrictions on her 
freedom to travel without an appropriate male escort, further truncate the freedoms 
she's used to exercising in the West. Qanta finds herself in a male-dominated 
workplace and must learn to live and work within this foreign, and often repugnant, 
social structure. Perhaps the most interesting part of this story is the full account of  
Qanta’s Hajj (a Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca and the K'abba), which she describes in 
meticulous detail.  
So much different for the woman doctor to assimilate and understand: the 
lack of communication between men and women; the fact that no Saudi woman is 
allowed to drive, or even to be out in public without a male member of family (or 
other women); and the constant pressure to keep her more feminist opinions to 
herself. She makes friends with other women, almost all other medical professionals, 
and from the highest echelons of the upper classes there in Riyadh, where she makes 
her home.  
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The reader does get the feeling that Qanta gets very little hands-on with the 
“common man” (or woman), for she spends a disproportionate amount of time within 
the pages talking about the attractiveness or wealth of those with whom she 
associates. It is as if the very fact that women are only free to be women within the 
confines of their homes encouraged Qanta focus on the exterior facets of that life. 
Most of the women seem to dye their hair, wear extraordinary amounts of jewelry 
and the most expensive footwear, all under the disguising cover of the abbayah. 
Despite Qanta preoccupation with looks and superficialities – or perhaps 
because of it – she does expose to the reader the soft, decadent underbelly of the 
wealthy men of Saudi Arabia. Many are playboys, using drugs and alcohol and 
indulging in other vices, including fast cars and trips all over the world. The women, 
too, travel often, for cosmetic surgery and elite name brand clothing. 
          Qanta is horrified to discover that hymen reconstruction is one of the most 
popular overseas surgeries, which women seek out rather than exposing themselves to 
censure, even death, if they are found not to be “pure.” Virginity is highly prized, and 
the pressure, as with most of the societal standards, is entirely on the women. 
b. The Biography of Qanta A. Ahmed MD 
Ahmed (2008), stated that she is the author of “In the Land of Invisible 
Women”: A Female Doctor’s Journey in the Saudi Kingdom. She is a board certified 
sleep disorders specialist at Winthrop University Hospital in Mineola, New York. She 
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is Associate Professor of Medicine at the State University of New York (Stony 
Brook). 
Qanta is a fellow of the American College of Physicians, fellow of the 
American College of Chest Physicians and fellow of the American Academy of Sleep 
Medicine. She practices sleep medicine exclusively in Garden City, Long Island. 
Previously, she has practiced pulmonary and critical care medicine in the National 
Health Service in the United Kingdom and in the National Guard Health Affairs in 
Riyadh, in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and also at the Medical University of South 
Carolina in Charleston, SC.  
Qanta holds an Honorary Professorship at the School of Public Health at 
Glasgow Caledonian University in Scotland. She is the first Muslim woman and the 
first physician to be selected to be a 2010. Templeton-Cambridge Journalism Fellow 
in Science and Religion at the University of Cambridge, England.  
The fellowship seeks to ignite public discourse on the nexus of matters 
scientific and religious, a dialogue she brings here to Huffington Post. This dialogue 
was recently recognized by NY MOVES Magazine in honoring Qanta as a 2010 
Power Woman in November 2010.  
In her limited time, Qanta serves as a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Women’s Voices Now Non Profit Foundation sponsoring Voices from the 
Muslim World, a Short Film Festival. She is published in World Policy Journal, The 
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Guardian (London), The Friday Times (Lahore, Pakistan), Trouw (in The 
Netherlands) as well as peer reviewed medical journals. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Research method 
This research used descriptive method which involved reading, 
comprehending, and giving meaning in interpreting the data. There are two 
approaches there were going to be applied in this research. The first one is intrinsic 
approach to find out the characterization, the second one is extrinsic approach that is 
used to analyze the biography of “In The Land of Invisible Woman”, as well as the 
history of Arabian Woman and the social background of the author, as well as her 
reflection through the feminism theory. 
B. Source of Data 
There were two sets of data in this analysis: 
1. Primary data  
These data are obtained from the novel its self. The novel consists of 454 
pages and divided into 38 chapters.  
2. Secondary Data 
Secondary data are from various resources that possibly support the 
analysis. The writer combines the data with the primary data to be analyzed 
by using feminism theory. These data were taken from book, or from 
internet. 
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C. Procedure of Data Collection 
Collection data in this research counts on library data, that are read some 
books and the researches that relate to the objective of writing . The writer carried out 
the steps below:  
1. The writer first read the novel carefully. 
2. The writer stated information. 
3. The writer collectes and reads some relate literatures to support the object 
that analyzed. 
D. Tehnique of Data Analysis 
Having collected the data related to the object of the research, the writer 
begins the analysis by using the Liberal Feminism theory. By using it, the writer  got 
a clear description of the aspect analyzed, namely the analysis of woman reflection 
through the characters of the novel 
Some steps that used by the writer in analyzing a literary work such a novel 
by using feminism theory as follow as: 
1. Identifying of woman as main character, and looking for their position in 
the society. 
2. Researching other characters of women who have relation with the woman 
character that identified. 
3. Observing the writer’s attitude whose novel analyzed     . 
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E. Procedure of Data Analysis  
           After the data are completely available, they are already deserved to be 
analyzed to reach the conclusion of this thesis. Here are the following procedures:  
1. Reading the novel to find the issue of the women in Arabia very carefully. 
2. Discussing the issue with the competent people such as colleagues, 
lecturers, and consultants.  
3. Identifying the problem which discussed on the study. 
4. Making notes about the finding of information to arrange and get a 
systematic understanding about it. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
A. FINDINGS 
1. The social environment influence of the main character.  
a. The rule of driving 
…I knew already that it is illegal for women to drive in Saudy Arabia... 
(Data1 , page 8)  
b. The rule of entering Saudi Kingdom 
… I also knew that as an unmarried female employee in Saudi Arabia, I 
could not enter the country without my “sponsor” (a representative from my 
employer) receiving me and handling my papers through passport control. If 
no one arrived, I would be held at the airport. (Data 2 , page 16) 
c. The rule of clothing 
In Saudi arabia, these women follow the most extreme veiling, which 
engulfs the entire  woman. The whole head, every feature, eyes and ears 
included, is covered in an opaque shroud of black…. (Data 3, page 28)  
These were the rules of sharia law. The kingdom is the only arab state that 
claims islamic law ( know as sharia) as its sole foundation for legal code. 
Inexplicably, the kingdom’s clerics compel non-muslim women to veil also, 
a rule which is not to be found condified in the quran. To the enforcers, this 
was a minor detail easily abrogated. In the eyes of the clergy, there could be 
no choice for a woman, veiling or in any other matter; covering the hair and 
wearing the abbayah was legislated by their version of sharia law, 
irrespective of any personal beliefs including fundamental professions of 
revealed faiths.(Data 4 , page 29) 
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d. The rule of going away 
Regardless of whether the face is covered or not, in Saudi Arabia,no women 
can go anywhere in public without wearing an abbayah that covers at least 
the body and her head of hair…. (Data 5, page 29)  
e. The rule of making a friend 
Even though post graduate medicine in the kingdom was legally a 
desegregated environment, where men and women were employed and could 
interact as work dictated, the voluntary gender segregation remained 
extreme. Rounds were are male dominated event. More often than not…. 
(Data 6 page 73)  
 
2. The characterization of main character 
a. Ambition 
As my curiosity about the Kingdom grew, I began to look outward. Initially 
my solitary existence was punctuated only by patients and colleagues. I 
lacked friends and already wanted and exit from the intense isolation…. 
(Data 7 page 43) 
b. Enthusiasm 
So began my first friendship with a Saudi woman, one which led to many 
others. Zubaidah would open the doors into the Kingdom for me. She would 
show me the lives of other inside this bell jar. (Data 8 page 45) 
c. Patience  
I turned to my Saudi female colleagues. I knew they were rarity in this 
society and must have overcome many obstacles to be able to practice 
medicine in this world…. (Data 9 page 75)    
 
B. DISCUSSIONS 
1. Social environment influence the main character 
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Saudi Arabia is an Islamic country, its society obey the government rules. 
Otherwise the government of Saudi only giving policy to the men, where as the 
women only be the second after the men. The rules are: 
a. The rule of driving 
 For women, driving a car or the other are should be, because they can go 
anywhere without make difficulties for the other people, but in Saudi Arabia, 
driving for women is illegal. It has been the role the Saudi, as quoted in the 
novel:  
…I knew already that it is illegal for women to drive in Saudy 
Arabia... (Data 1, page 8) 
In Riyadh Qanta is only allowed to do several procedure towards the 
emergency situation, but not to drive vehicle. Only the men who has the special 
right. 
When Qanta went to airport, she enjoyed her trip by her car. Before 
arriving in the airport, she missed the trill of machine and brake. She feel that the 
car’s keys will be lost, and everything will be different, because the government 
of Saudi forbid the women to drive vehicle by themselves. 
b. The rule of entering Saudi Kingdom 
It is not easy to enter the Kingdom of Saudi especially for the women. A 
woman who still unmarried must have sponsor if  she wants to  enter to Saudi to 
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handle the files through the passport control. If there is no one pick her up, they 
will be stopped in the airport, as explained in the novel follow: 
… I also knew that as an unmarried female employee in Saudi 
Arabia, I could not enter the country without my “sponsor” (a 
representative from my employer) receiving me and handling my 
papers through passport control. If no one arrived, I would be held at 
the airport. (Data 2 , page 16) 
After an hour of her trip, Qanta arrives in the airport of Saudi while 
waiting for her sponsor, she looks the other passengers who wear abbayah, 
moreover there are some people who are covered by the laguage, but their faces 
look patient and then Qanta suddenly realizes that her position can not change the 
fact that the women who are still unmarried whether they are doctor, servant, 
moslem or not, they remain not to enter the Kingdom without having any sponsor  
whether husband, father, son and brother. Every women must wait until they are 
picked out. In Saudi, Qanta feels that her right has been limited. 
c. The rule of clothing 
In Saudi, the women wear abbayah in extreme way. In all Saudi’s area, 
the young girls who have not been adult or in puberity, they look difficult to walk 
by wearing their abbayah, event thought abbayah cover all the body of the women 
tigtly. This cloth also slowes the suppression of men indirectly, which is their 
hostages, as tell in the novel: 
In saudi arabia, these women follow the most extreme veiling, which 
engulfs the entire  woman. The whole head, every feature, eyes and 
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ears included, is covered in an opaque shroud of black…. (Data 3, 
page 28)  
Before planning to move to Saudi, Qanta hasn’t heard about abbayah. 
Although she is moslem, but in fact, she doesn’t wear abbayah.  Her parents never 
asked her to wear it but the polite clothes. In the situation, she compares that the 
tolerance of Saudi is not as better as her families tolerance.  
These were the rules of sharia law. The kingdom is the only arab state 
that claims islamic law ( know as sharia) as its sole foundation for 
legal code. Inexplicably, the kingdom’s clerics compel non-muslim 
women to veil also, a rule which is not to be found condified in the 
quran. To the enforcers, this was a minor detail easily abrogated. In 
the eyes of the clergy, there could be no choice for a woman, veiling 
or in any other matter; covering the hair and wearing the abbayah was 
legislated by their version of sharia law, irrespective of any personal 
beliefs including fundamental professions of revealed faiths.(Data 4 , 
page 29) 
Burqo or abbayah is a cloth that covers all the part of body from the head 
to the foot. Some of women add to others to close their faces namely niqab, that 
covers their face from the nose to the upper part of our body. Mss. Ahmed realizes 
that the only way to enter the public room and participate in Saudi is wearing 
abbayah. In several aspects, abbayah is a weapon for the freedom of women from 
men perspective who agree with gender.  
Abbayah will be remained by her as a symbol of feminism era and it will 
become the appropriate time to meet the women of Saudi who will cooperate with 
her. 
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d. The rule of going away 
As the explanation above that the women can not go out to the public place 
without wearing abbayah, and they must be accompanied by their friends, because 
the muttawaen are spread in everywhere who asked to arrest the Arabian who 
break the rules of government.  
Regardless of whether the face is covered or not, in Saudi Arabia,no 
women can go anywhere in public without wearing an abbayah that 
covers at least the body and her head of hair…. (Data 5, page 29)  
Not only in wearing abbayah at going away but also something wrong 
when a woman goes alone.   
In her journey to the centre of city, Qanta is accompanied by her friend 
namely Mourog. She tells Mss. Ahmed not to call taxi in the edge of the street 
when she wants to go someplace. Mourog says that it is dangerous for the western 
women to be alone in the taxi.  
e. The rule of making a friend (The limitation of interaction) 
The women and men in Saudi are allowed to interact each other only in the 
working area. In this Kingdom the right of society are limited,   
Even though post graduate medicine in the kingdom was legally a 
desegregated environment, where men and women were employed 
and could interact as work dictated, the voluntary gender segregation 
remained extreme. Rounds were are male dominated event. More 
often than not…. (Data 6 page 73)  
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In fact, the medical environment of Saudi does not separate gender, it 
means that the men and the women can interact in working area, but their duties 
are dominantly domenated by the men. Morever some of Mufti agree about the 
building of hospital which is only for women. The reason is, the problem can 
become solution for receving women power in public environment. 
In addition, Arab news reports the objection towards the hospital for 
women, through a women speech. 
 “I don’t think this is a good idea. We all live on one planet so we 
cannot segregate the genders. If the Holy Mosque in Makkah, which is 
the holiest pace on earth, does not segragate women,than why would 
the Ministry of Health want to segragate them? Said al-Nuwaisser, 
26.(Data 7, page 72) 
As the result of the phenomenon above, there are many women of Saudi 
feel that their rights as women are trashed, so they make a party in a secret place 
which is far from the crowd, and they remain to enjoy their party without using 
abbayah. At the secret place they look happy and sometimes they dance, laugh, 
smoke like the western women. This kind of party sometimes held before 
ramadhan, because only by celebrating the party, they can enjoy their liberty, as 
tell in the novel:  
As I sat enfolded in my own clumsy veil, I smiled : I really had 
enjoyed myself. It was extraordinary to gain entry to be matrix that is 
Saudi. Without the abbayah, in the privacy a home, these women 
laughed and danced and joked and smoked like anywhere else. In 
unveiling ourselves, we had revealed our womanhood in common . 
Saudi women were no longer alien….   (page 66) 
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2. The characteization of main character, Qanta 
a. Ambition 
As citizens in Saudi Arabia, the great desire to learn more about the country 
of the society, customs, particularly in relation to the Government of Saudi Arabia. 
Qanta story follows the character as: 
As my curiosity about the Kingdom grew, I began to look 
outward. Initially my solitary existence was punctuated only by 
patients and colleagues. I lacked friends and already wanted and 
exit from the intense isolation…. (Data 7 page 43) 
In addition to the activities of saturation in the hospital, Qanta wants to look 
beyond the outside world. Initially it only interacts with patients and colleagues.  
b. Enthusiasm 
Meetings with Arabian  woman named Zubaidah nutritionists, Qanta wants 
to know more about it, women in Saudi Arabia. There were a couple of weeks 
waiting for the opportunity to speak with him, but so far only a limited 
conversation on nutrient intakes of patients. In the ICU she was the epitome of 
professionalism Arabia. Qanta asked myself what I can learn on this woman? 
Qanta start a friendship with Zubadah. She which shows the lives of others Arabia.  
So began my first friendship with a Saudi woman, one which led 
to many others. Zubaidah would open the doors into the Kingdom 
for me. She would show me the lives of other inside this bell jar. 
(Data 8 page 45) 
 
c. Patience  
Even though Saudi medical environment not separating gender, it means that 
the women and men can interact only limited work alone, but often the tasks in 
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male dominance. The doctors who consult with Qanta patients, often neglect 
themselves as doctors who deal with these patients. In the medical world is not a 
strange thing for a doctor to offer an opinion about disease patients. 
Exchange of ideas in medical environments is an important thing, for the sake 
of obtaining the diagnosis and management of disease is good 
 Qanta finally realized that sometimes dissent is equated with personal insults 
as is the custom of women in general, she try to find of the fault’s Qanta  finally 
moving to other female colleagues, he knew that the woman is a powerful figure in 
defeating the many obstacles to be able to serve as a doctor, as quotation follow:  
I turned to my Saudi female colleagues. I knew they were rarity in 
this society and must have overcome many obstacles to be able to 
practice medicine in this world…. (Data 9 page 75)   
Qanta wants the equal right weather in educational, economical, or social 
aspect can be got by the Arab women who never been theirs. This shows that the 
characterization of Qanta as the main character is the same as Liberal Feminism 
theory a perspective that wants the right equality and freedom.  
Qanta as main character in this novel tries to support the women of Arab 
whose rights are limited. They are restricted in wearing clothing, making a friend, 
working and etc. Qanta character in this novel is shown as a woman has ambitions, 
patience  and enthusiasm  and those are her real action in showing her brotherhood 
to the Arab Women who feel their life is suppressed.  
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The spirit that is given by Qanta makes the women of Arab brave 
although they have to sacrifice something. They want change, because they think 
that the man and the women need one another, especially in medical aspect. In 
brief, it is impossible for the man and the women not interact one another.     
Spirit of the women did not break up, they are confident that with 
persistent effort, they will achieve a change. Women do not realize if they do not 
recognize themselves as women, they will not know the rights that they can use. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
A. Conclusions  
1. A women is traditionally finds difficulties in having the some opportunity 
and freedom with men. The traditional role restrict women’s role as 
explained in the novel “In The Land of Invisible Women”. This novel tells 
about the trip of a woman namely Qanta went to Saudi Kingdom. Qanta 
feels that life in Arab means should follow the role of Saudi government 
especially the role of women , as role in driving, role of cloths, role of 
make a friend (the limitation of interaction), role of go away and role enter 
of Saudi. All of that has been arranged by government of Saudi, no one 
who dared the fight of roles, because in Saudi the muttawaen (police) are 
spread in everywhere.  
2. The characterization of main character those are found by the writer in the 
novel are: ambition, enthusiasm and patience. On the view of feminism 
theory they include on liberal feminism theory. 
B. Suggestions 
 Based on the research in this thesis, the writer suggests to the readers 
that: 
 The writer suggest to another  researchers  who are interested in  analyzing 
novel especially  “In the Land of Invisible Women” , to research the other 
aspect,  there are many   interesting theme that can be researched such as, 
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psychological abuse and social critic. Therefore, the writer suggests to the 
readers or the other researchers to analyze those important issues above, with the 
hope that this research can give contribution for the next research, because it 
may give us a broader understanding of literary works especially the novel. 
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